Don Jennings

The Manistee Democratic Party honors the
life of Donald G. Jennings, attorney and ac-
tivist, for his dedication in Manistee County
politics. Throughout his life, he championed
the rule of law and fought for the principles
of human rights and responsible govern-
ance. Don left a legacy of honor and justice
throughout Northern Michigan and espe-
cially in Manistee County.
Don was raised in Detroit by a single parent.
After graduating from Detroit University
High School in 1948, he received his bachelor’s degree in philosophy
from Maryknoll Seminary followed by his law degree from Detroit Col-
lege of Law in 1958. A stoic idealist with a young family, he entered
the political arena in 1960 winning the democratic nomination as can-
| didate for the ninth district of the United States House of Representa-
| tives although losing the final contest.
A brilliant lawyer, Don worked in private practice for 36 years starting
| for a brief period in Frankfort followed by an extensive career in his
final hometown of Manistee. Don worked diligently for civil rights. He
traveled to Mississippi for the Summer Project of 1964 in support of
African American voter registration. (Alone in Manistee with her young
family, Marge’s support cannot be overstated). He also worked with
the United Migrants for Opportunity in 1970. He was a member of the
American Bar Association, Michigan Bar Association & Manistee Foun-
dation.
He was active in the Manistee Community including Lake County
NAACP, the Manistee Democratic Party, the Manistee Labor Federa-
tion, Choices Women’s Advocacy Group, Guardian Angeles parish and
Manistee Catholic Central High School. He also served on the Board of
Trustees at West Shore Hospital and the Board of Directors of Manis-
tee County Habitat for Humanity.
He was married to Margaret for 32 years before her passing in 1989.
Don and Marge raised nine children in Manistee. In 1989 he remarried
and lived in Manistee with his wife, Jeannie, until his passing in 2003.
Don was a friend, a father, and a gentleman who worked fearlessly for
the rights of others.
“It is your duty to your country to vote”
| Donald G. Jennings



