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Monthly Newsletter

A note from Chair John Helge
Well, January 6 th and January 20 th are over, and a peaceful transition of power has happened in America just like
it always does (except for the big lie and failed insurrection of 2021). Donald Trump won a free and fair election and
upon taking the oath of office (while strangely avoiding putting his hand on the bible) he proceeded to implement
Project 2025.

Even though he and his campaign had distanced themselves from that 900-page right-wing playbook as soon as
he took power he:

withdrew the USA from the Paris Accord on Climate Change and the World Health Organization informing the
world that his administration does not care about our planet’s future or its inhabitants’ health and welfare.
pardoned the 1,600 rioters convicted for the January 6, 2021, attacks at the US Capitol, showing us all that he
has no respect for the people of law enforcement or the rule of law.
implemented Schedule F, which enables firing of up to 50,000 career civil servants and at once fired four
senior members of the Immigration Review System and replaced them with loyalists.
issued an executive order banning birth-right citizenship which is sanctified in the US constitution, showing he
has no respect for that document except when it suits his needs.
took credit for keeping TikTok active even after a unanimous ruling by the US Supreme Court upheld the
bipartisan legislation congress passed to limit the Chinese government’s access to personal information and
influence on US citizens.
threatened to take back the Panama Canal falsely claiming it was being run by China.

What will be the fate of the TES Filer Station which employs 29 local people and provides an estimated $13 million
annual tax dollars to Manistee County now that the Trump administration is pulling back support for green energy
projects? Federal and state support is needed for the $300 million dollar investment needed to convert from
coal to woody biomass and capture the carbon that Consumers Energy will require to renew their contract. Buckle
up and get ready because there is much more Project 2025 yet to come!



Easy ways to take
action

We probably all feel bowled over by the torrent
of bullshit the Trump administration and its
legion of DOGE goons have unleashed. While
resistance plays out slowly in the courts, you’re
not helpless. “Don’t comply in advance,” as they
say, and bug your representatives (especially
Dems) as often as you can so they know we’re
paying attention. 

Try the 5 Calls app, which uses your location
and facilitates communication, complete
with scripts, with your national and local
Reps and Senators. 
Want to make your voice heard with your
wallet? Download the Goods Unite Us app
to find out if political contributions made by
the stores and brands you love go against
your principles, and which are fond of
supporting candidates and causes through
secret dark money funds. 
Good old-fashioned letters to the editor are
still a thing, and the Manistee News
Advocate allows one per author per month.
Grammarly has a free AI letter-writing tool if
you need a confidence boost. 

The Michigan Democratic Party’s annual Rural
Summit is a fun, uplifting gathering of strong-willed,
like-minded rural voters who want to learn how we
can lead and change the way things are going in DC
and Lansing, build power, and plan for the future. This
year’s summit is April 10-12 at Kewadin Casino in
Sault Ste. Marie. 
The MCDP voted to award four $250 stipends
covering the summit’s cost of registration and meals
to current members. To qualify, applicants should
respond via email to these questions in order:
1. What have you done to work for social, economic,
and environmental
justice in the past two years?
2. What do you hope to learn at the summit?
3. What will you commit to doing with the information
you learn at the summit for the benefit of your fellow 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

Scholarships Available

Jessica Sherry, executive director
of the Human Services
Collaborative Body, will discuss
local help resources and Sherrif
Brian Gutowski will answer
attendee questions. 7 p.m. at West
Shore Community College in
downtown Manistee.
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Find out more via the website

Coming Up

We welcome your contributions! To submit
an article or event for the newsletter, please
email Sarah Stevenson at smstevenson@
protonmail.com. The newsletter comes out
during the first half of the month.

https://5calls.org/
https://www.goodsuniteus.com/
https://www.manisteenews.com/contact/
https://www.manisteenews.com/contact/
https://www.grammarly.com/ai/ai-writing-tools/letter-generator
https://www.grammarly.com/ai/ai-writing-tools/letter-generator
https://mdpruralcaucus.com/rural-summit/
https://mdpruralcaucus.com/rural-summit/
https://www.manisteecountydemocrats.us/events.html#!event/2025/2/20/monthly-membership-information-meeting


(Rural Summit Scholarship continued from Page 2)

members of the MCDP and voters in Manistee
County? We want to award these four stipends at the
March 4, 2025 meeting of the
MCDP Executive Committee. Please submit your
application via email to
johnmhelge@gmail.com no later than February 28,
2025.

The National Popular Vote Interstate Compact (NPVIC): A Path to Electoral Reform
The National Popular Vote Interstate Compact (NPVIC) is an innovative agreement among U.S. states and the District of
Columbia aimed at ensuring that the presidential candidate who wins the most popular votes nationwide is elected
president. This compact seeks to address the discrepancies that have arisen in past elections where the Electoral College
winner did not reflect the popular vote
How the NPVIC Works
The NPVIC works by having participating states pledge to award all their electoral votes to the candidate who wins the
national popular vote. The compact will only take effect once states representing at least 270 electoral votes—enough to
win the presidency—have joined. This means that the candidate with the most popular votes across the country would
secure the majority of the Electoral College votes.
 Benefits of the NPVIC
 1. Ensures Majority Rule: By aligning the Electoral College with the national popular vote, the NPVIC ensures that the
president is elected by the largest number of voters..
2. Increases Voter Engagement: Knowing that every vote counts equally, regardless of state, can encourage higher voter
turnout and engagement.
3. Reduces Swing State Focus: Candidates would need to campaign nationwide, rather than focusing primarily on a few
battleground states. The 6,081,697 Republican votes in California would become important as would the 112,327 Democratic
votes in North Dakota.
 Challenges and Criticisms
 1. Legal and Constitutional Concerns: Some legal experts argue that the compact may require congressional approval or
even a constitutional amendment.
2. Resistance from Smaller States: Smaller states worry that their influence in presidential elections would diminish under
the NPVIC.
 The Future of the NPVIC
 Legislation has been introduced in Michigan but has not passed yet. As more states consider joining the compact, its
potential to transform how presidents are elected continues to grow.
 For more information, visit https://www.nationalpopularvote.com/state-status.

https://www.nationalpopularvote.com/state-status


What did we learn from 2024? WHERE
ARE WE NOW? 
There was robust conversation about
2024 and the discussion around lessons
learned in 2024 captured the following: 
● Identity politics didn’t work 
● The get out the vote work in Manistee
County was successful.
● Local political work was impacted by
the national party, which did not respond
to TV attacks well.
● Locally, door knocking days had low
turnout. 
○ Door knocking is uncomfortable.  
○ Desire for more trainings and a buddy
system. 
● The “Day of Action” had high turnout.
● Pop-ups and public events were
successful with mention of the following: 
○ They can be used to attract young
people. 
○ Increase the number of events. 
● Party messaging approaches were
barriers for young people. 
● Rural areas of the county heavily vote
Republican and there is a need to really
learn to listen when we engage in rural
areas.
 ○ We have to meet people where they
are. 

● Reflection on what we can learn from
the life of Jimmy Carter. How can we
model his behavior? 
● Values based messaging was not
successful.
○ People care about the economy and
kitchen table issues. 
● Candidate recruitment should start
earlier.
● People were reluctant to be open
about being a Democrat.
● However, people responded well when
we were visible in the community. 
● Record levels of national donations
don’t win elections.
● Many folks in the community are
struggling with basic needs and that is
their priority, rather than thinking about
the community as a whole.
● MCDP email lists missed people (even
people who came to the strategic
planning session).
● The local effort failed to reach life-long
Manistee County residents.
○ Don’t talk down to people!!

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  S T R A T E G I C  M E E T I N G



What is needed in 2025? WHERE DO
WE WANT TO BE? 
In general, participants largely agreed on
what was needed in 2025. 
Report outs from the work at tables
included the following 2025 goals: 
● Need to expand online presence.
● Need to expand the forms of media
being used to reach voters. 
○ Rapid response group to combat
inaccurate messaging.
● Need to increase the awareness of Blue
Tigers, as it leads to community building 
● Need a strategy for reaching and
speaking to young voters.
○ Engagement with the community
college. 
 ● Need to develop a cohesive events
strategy. 
○ Activities for small children so that
young parents can come.
○ Place to meet and engage with
candidates. 
○ Coordinate with like minded
organizations. 
■ Opportunity for co-sponsoring events. 
● Need to increase visibility overall in the
community.
○ Hats, Buttons, etc. 
● Need to participate in local government
meetings and report back to the MCDP. 
● Need a robust network for letters to the
editor.
○ Expand outreach to organizations not
typically partnering with Democrats, like
the Farm Bureau and Chamber of
Commerce by Exec Committee.
○ Create welcoming events that are not
policy focused. 
○ Ensure event locations are broad
reaching (out-county).
●There is a desire for these to be framed
as community-building and community
challenge-solving events, not leading with
political activities and messaging. 
● Focus is on community-building. 

Community Visibility HOW WILL WE GET THERE? 
Being more visible in the community was discussed
repeatedly. Benefits of focusing on visibility were
widely discussed and are captured below. 
● Developing the candidate pipeline Candidate
Recruitment and Support Committee. 
○ Ongoing candidate recruitment, not just before
elections. 
● Participate in local government (Precinct
Delegates). 
○ Consistently attending meetings of local
government.  
○ Reporting back to the MCDP at meetings.
● Deliberately work to broaden reach.
○ Co-sponsoring events with a wide range of
organizations. 
■ Develop a list of potential organizations to partner
with, such as MARJDI, PFLAG and LWV. 
● Those that are obviously values-aligned. 
● Those who would be non-traditional partners: NRA
gun safety training, Arts and Cultural Alliance. 
○ Broaden focus beyond strongly leaning Democrats
to engage with the community broadly. 
○ Focus on strengthening union ties and speaking to
working people Helge will take this on personally.
 ○ Reach out to voters softly between election
seasons to listen to their needs, i.e. Coffee and
Conversation at Trophies. 
● Amplify existing wins, blow our own horn (press
releases).  
○ Increase the visibility of established activities like
Blue Tigers and the Trades Scholarship. 
○ Volunteer wearing Democrats hats and t-shirts.  
■ Design and sell more merchandise - website is set
up already to do this. 
○ Support existing groups doing good work (Great
Lakes Environmental Festival, Music Sparks Meaning,
Community Band). 
 ■ Amplify their events on party and individual social
media accounts to show support for their community-
building activities.
 ● Develop strategy for engaging with young people.  
○ Engage with high school students to understand
their concerns and present them to city government.
● Actively advocate for issues central to the
community.



~ Reading Room ~

Democrats Showed Up To Elon's Nazi USAID Siege
Today, And They Were Pissed 

In the wilderness: Democrats struggle to navigate
the politics of new Trump era 

Who funds Michigan lawmakers? Most get cash
from PACs, not voters they represent

100 promises Donald Trump made to Michigan

Trump's Jan. 6 pardons will free some Michiganders
convicted of attacking law enforcement

Voters who backed Trump identify new swamp to
drain: corporate power

Democrats in denial over Trump defeat, voters say:
‘Haven’t learned the lessons’

Michigan's working class shifted toward Trump.
Now, they have a wish list. 

The Militia and the Mole

 

Upcoming Events
 

https://www.wonkette.com/p/democrats-showed-up-to-elons-nazi
https://www.wonkette.com/p/democrats-showed-up-to-elons-nazi
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/26/democrats-trump-return
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/26/democrats-trump-return
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/who-funds-michigan-lawmakers-most-get-cash-pacs-not-voters-they-represent
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/who-funds-michigan-lawmakers-most-get-cash-pacs-not-voters-they-represent
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/100-promises-donald-trump-made-michigan
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2025/01/21/trump-january-6-pardon-rhodes-proud-boys/77847636007/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2025/01/21/trump-january-6-pardon-rhodes-proud-boys/77847636007/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/michigan-voters-trump-saginaw
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/17/michigan-voters-trump-saginaw
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/18/democrats-trump-michigan-swing-voters
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/18/democrats-trump-michigan-swing-voters
https://www.freep.com/story/news/2025/01/05/donald-trump-voters-michigan-working-class-prices-borders/76866403007/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/2025/01/05/donald-trump-voters-michigan-working-class-prices-borders/76866403007/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/2025/01/05/donald-trump-voters-michigan-working-class-prices-borders/76866403007/
https://www.propublica.org/article/ap3-oath-keepers-militia-mole



