
  

  

  

 

On April 6th The Young Progressive Activists of Northwest Michigan are 

hosting their first Under 40 Meetup! Please feel free to share the event with 

anyone under 40 years of age who might like to attend. 

 

Check out our very own Mara Davidson on Good Day Northern 

Michigan promoting the event! 

 

https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.9and10news.com%2F2024%2F04%2F01%2Fgood-day-northern-michigan-monday-april-1%2F&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=beaa6efe3761ebe8ba5a52d0b7bade50d5c573cfa96ab59eecbac88a3c55bb42
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.9and10news.com%2F2024%2F04%2F01%2Fgood-day-northern-michigan-monday-april-1%2F&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=beaa6efe3761ebe8ba5a52d0b7bade50d5c573cfa96ab59eecbac88a3c55bb42


  

 

  

Democracy Demands Choices on the Ballot 

If your email inbox is anything like mine, you are receiving 5-10 emails per day 

from a politician or political action committee asking you for money they need to 

get a candidate elected or to support a cause. Your snail mailbox may even 

contain similar pleas for your hard-earned cash. It seems like these incessant 

demands for donations start appearing earlier and earlier in the campaign 

cycle. The absurd amount of money that is required to run for just about any 

office these days is becoming a true barrier to entry for quality candidates who 

want to enter public service for the right reasons.  

 

You may be getting requests for donations from politicians who, if elected, will 

not represent you because they are running for office in another state or are 



running for an office in another part of Michigan. While I would like to see 

representatives from my preferred political party in the majority of all three 

branches of our state and federal government, I have decided to keep my 

contributions local this year to support candidates for the US Senate from 

Michigan, candidates for the US House from Michigan’s 2nd Congressional 

District, and any candidate in Manistee County.  I recommend that you do the 

same.  

 

Our investments in support of local candidates will have the most significant 

return because their decisions have the potential to impact us all in real time. 

Our County Commissioners, Township Trustees, City and Village Council 

Representatives, and School Boards are responsible for setting the operating 

budgets for our local communities and being good stewards of the federal, 

state, and local tax dollars that they are allocated. We want to have qualified 

people in these important positions who have the wisdom and foresight to 

produce balanced budgets that address and support the social justice, 

economic justice, and environmental justice challenges we face while staying 

focused on doing the greatest good for the community. This can be a truly 

daunting task in this era of rapid change in all aspects of our lives.  

 

Incumbents hold distinct advantages in any political contest. They have name 

recognition in the public sphere. They have experience in the campaigning 

process and have a well-established team of supporters willing to get out and 

persuade voters to support their candidate. Incumbents know who and how to 

ask for money to support their re-election campaign. Incumbents in Lansing or 

Washington have mailing stipends to send their donation requests thinly 

disguised as “updates” without paying for postage. They also have access to 

the deep pockets of lobbyists who try to convince them to vote for their clients’ 

interests rather than for the benefit of their constituents. All incumbents have 

ready access to print and broadcast media sources that are willing to publicize 

their actions while holding office.  

 

Challengers to long-time incumbents on the ballot must overcome the basic 

human response of resistance to change. The general acceptance that their 

performance is good enough instead of seeking continuous improvement often 



 

leads to complacency. You may often hear an incumbent candidate trumpet a 

version of the safe but complacent phrase – “We have always done it this way 

around here!” – while taking their constituents’ support for granted. Choice in 

candidates also threatens the perceived power an incumbent may believe they 

hold through their elected position. All too often, the concept of power for 

personal benefit overrides the concept of public service. These are just a few of 

the reasons that make it much more difficult for candidates to challenge and 

win a seat held by an incumbent. 

 

Having choices on the ballot is essential. Candidates who are challenging 

incumbents have the potential to bring innovative ideas and leadership styles 

that may be better suited to managing our current era of evolutionary change. 

Their fresh eyes and open minds have the potential to take advantage of 

resources that can improve performance and productivity at all levels of our 

democratic form of governance.  

 

The Manistee County Democratic Party is actively recruiting candidates for 

every position on the November 5th ballot, and we believe Manistee County 

residents deserve the opportunity to hear from new candidates who have made 

the challenging decision to run for elected office. We are committed to providing 

any candidate running as a Democrat with training, volunteers, and financial 

support to enable them to get out in the community and run a viable campaign 

in this election cycle. We expect that all candidates, incumbents as well as 

challengers for any office in Manistee County, will participate in public town hall 

meetings and potentially even civil debates. This exposure will help Manistee 

County voters make informed decisions in the voting booth. We hope that this 

very public request for candidates to step up will result in an increased amount 

of voter engagement in 2024. 

 

You will have until Tuesday, April 23, 2024, to file your application to get on the 

ballot for the November election.  If you or a friend, family member, or neighbor 

would like more information on running for local office, please contact me using 

my email address printed below. The sooner the better! 

 



  

 

Manistee Dems River Street Office 

The Manistee Dems have moved everything we had stored in Marty 

Spaulding’s building to our 2024 Campaign office on River Street in less than 2 

hours!  This was only possible thanks to the help we got from the terrific trio of 

Zach, Jack, and Micky!  Enjoy the pictures in the attached file! 

We will be welcoming help in cleaning and setting up the office at 335 River 

Street in downtown Manistee this week.  Please stop by to lend a hand for even 

a few minutes between 10am and 12 noon daily. 

Jo Hall is also welcoming volunteers to help staff the office.  We want to be 

open seven days a week from May 1st through November 5th.  Please contact 

Jo Hall using this link:  jo....@sbcglobal.net  to let her know you are interested 

in helping.   

The cost to rent this office space is $1300/month.  We could sure use your 

financial support to enable us to not only have this office but to purchase 

billboards in Manistee County to spread the Democrats good words and 

works.  We will be hosting a grand opening for the office in late April. 

https://groups.google.com/


 

 



 

  

 

  

Great Lakes Environmental Festival to Feature Renowned Speakers, Fun 

Family Activities and More  

The event, held over Earth Day weekend, promotes a sustainable, healthy, 

livable world for future generations. 

MANISTEE – What can we as a community, state, and country do to ensure 

our children and grandchildren will inherit a healthy and livable world? 

The Great Lakes Environmental Festival (GLEF), being held in Manistee, will 

explore that question and more over Earth Day weekend.  

 

GLEF will host its third annual Earth Day Expo on Saturday, April 20, from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. at Manistee High School, 525 12th Street. Award-winning 

speakers (see details below) will discuss  water conservation, emerging food 

https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.glef.us&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=fa5a2df4436935f9a055510f369931564ba8f61425fe375a622ed89a4de5d500


trends due to climate change, biodegradable packaging to reduce waste, using 

beets as an energy source, and more.  

“GLEF celebrates how each person can contribute something to the solutions 

we need to improve the environment we all share,” said Zigmond Kozicki, co-

founder of GLEF. “This year, our presenters will help create awareness that our 

water, our food, and even the air we breathe are improved or threatened by 

human behavior. Believe it or not, we can save the planet one beer at a time, or 

one reusable straw at a time. The everyday choices we make really add up.” 

 

GLEF’s 2024 keynote speaker is Joan Rose, the Homer Nowlin Chair in Water 

Research at Michigan State University and the director of MSU’s Water 

Alliance. An international expert in water microbiology, her research focuses on 

new molecular methods, pathogen surveillance, and removal of pathogens 

through wastewater treatment. Dr. Rose worked with Kozicki and his wife, 

Stephanie Baiyasi, on their documentary film “Great Lakes: One Water for 

Life.”  

  Other speakers include award-winning environmental journalist Genevieve 

Fox; writer and activist Maryann Lesert, whose new novel "Land Marks" is 

based on two years of boots-on-well-sites research of fracking in Michigan’s 

state forests; Jennifer Flynn, an ecopsychologist, herbalist, and director 

of SEEDS’ EcoCorps program; Peter Sinclair, an internationally celebrated 

videographer who produces a monthly series for Yale University’s School of 

Environment and is the media director of NASA’s Dark Snow Project; Maya K. 

van Rossum, author and founder of Green Amendments for the Generations; 

Anibal Behr, a research associate at MSU’s School of Packaging and expert on 

biodegradable materials; and more.  

Participants hosting booths at GLEF’s expo include a wide range of 

environmental organizations, local businesses, government organizations, the 

Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, Bay Area Recycling, and many more. Other 

activities include documentary films, student videos, and student media and art 

displays. Attendees will also be able to test drive electric vehicles from local 

dealers and check out other vehicles on display at the event’s EV auto rally. In 

addition, Pat Race will be giving out Climate Sticks. 

https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearch.msu.edu%2Fwater-alliance&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=f89f5be9265b65fbdeaecc92fcd16fe1b2874db4260792ba0bbc87807a99d21d
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearch.msu.edu%2Fwater-alliance&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=f89f5be9265b65fbdeaecc92fcd16fe1b2874db4260792ba0bbc87807a99d21d
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DVgs9wINhSe0&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=82334d580b0f518d12415f4b06a7ecbbb32ee00bbb7cdec7be6324680defc042
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DVgs9wINhSe0&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=82334d580b0f518d12415f4b06a7ecbbb32ee00bbb7cdec7be6324680defc042
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecoseeds.org&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=61aa964ef1d5e66b6ee657c7f2e85df0cd7e933d646e521037b6d7af31e2b16f
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearthobservatory.nasa.gov%2Fimages%2F84607%2Fdark-snow-project&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=5993b0959e15e988476e88d59a158e30549a645305c7aadad4d945bf8bbfae99
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforthegenerations.org&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=694aeecbaa1c2899696ad75144ba86bf5d9bb6a605696c4772d255d4f63bab5b
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.review-mag.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-climate-stick-project&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=a394b378738769453e414cc2c8bcc3245106025b52fc53779cac284291e77749


 

 On April 19, GLEF will kick off the weekend’s festivities with its opening gala 

and awards dinner at Blue Fish restaurant, located at 312 River St. in Manistee. 

A social hour starts at 5 p.m. with dinner beginning at 6 p.m. Dinner attendees 

will include Joan Rose with music provided by Russ Franzen.  

Recipients of GLEF’s Guardian of the Environment awards will also be 

celebrated during the opening gala, which the public is welcome to attend. 

Diners can choose from a number of entrees; tickets are $40 per person or $75 

per couple regardless of which entree is chosen and can be purchased online 

by going to www.glef.us. The deadline to order dinner tickets is this Friday, April 

5.  

All of GLEF’s weekend Earth Day activities are free except for the opening 

dinner reception. For more information, please visit www.glef.us/.    

The Great Lakes Environmental Festival, established in 2022, is designed to 

educate the community on issues related to climate and the environment, 

engage educators and students, and promote environmental stewardship. 

 

  

Manistee County Democrats: 

John Helge has been notified by the editor of the Manistee News Advocate 

(MNA) that they will no longer publish the monthly opinion pieces from the 

Manistee County Republican Party and the Manistee County Democratic 

Party.  The MNA editor informed me that this decision “came down from her 

boss”. She indicated that the fact-checking required to prevent misinformation 

was taking too much of her staff time.  So, rather than requiring the 

representatives of both local political parties to present factual information, they 

decided just to drop this opportunity for their readers to compare and contrast 

https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glef.us&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=834feb26dd4ed0141b5ab8cd36c2ecf9a343e6673476f77d7bbe8988c02d520c
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.glef.us%2F&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=dd08f1cc48d28a198a0475fddd03d958aafe885207a739fe87360ac2cd302643


 

viewpoints and become more educated and engaged voters.  They will 

continue to fill their daily pages with “local” stories from Midland, Big Rapids, 

and the Thumb instead of allowing us to address local and regional political 

issues through civil discourse. 

The MNA is owned by the Hearst Company which has essentially taken away 

any capability to make local decisions.  My anecdotal observation is that 

incumbent Republican politicians have been given a lot of free space as they 

tout their “achievements” and rant against the leadership in Washington and 

Lansing. Their campaign staffers who produce these press releases are not 

limited to 350-word letters to the editor (LTEs) that are the only means their 

challengers can utilize.  I am attaching the opinion piece I submitted for 

publication in March that addresses the unfair advantages incumbents enjoy.  I 

can assure you that it contains only factual information! 

I would ask, if you feel so moved, that you write a letter to the editor of the MNA 

asking to reinstate these monthly opinion pieces.  Perhaps if enough Manistee 

County residents let them know that they value these columns they will relent 

and allow us to continue.   LTE’s must be 350 words or less and they must 

contain your name, address, and phone number.  You are limited to one LTE 

every 30 days.  Here is the email where you can send your 

LTEs:  michell...@pioneergroup.com 

 

  

 Consider running for local office 

 

If you haven’t before, take a moment to consider running for an elected 

office.  Manistee County needs more citizens involved in local government.  We 

also need younger, more diverse voices to serve on township and county 

https://groups.google.com/


 

boards.  Everyone over 18 years old and a resident of their county and 

township is eligible. 

  

Candidate Interest Meetings will continue monthly starting in January 2024. If 

you are interested in running for any township or county office and would like to 

find out how to do so, please contact Judy Cunningham at 231-794-

0005 or jpc...@gmail.com. 

  

Contest Every Race 

  

The greatest change is often created at the local level, but we need to be on 

the ballot. The Manistee County Democratic Party is in partnership with the 

Rural Power Lab whose “Contest Every Race” supports county parties to set 

goals for recruiting and training candidates for local races.  Our goal is to make 

sure every race is contested with a Democratic candidate. Contact John Helge, 

chair, for more information: johnm...@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

Membership in the Manistee County Democratic Party is always free to those 

of limited means, but money will be required to combat the misinformation that 

inevitably will pervade the campaigns...local, state and national.  If you can find 

the means to upgrade your membership level, we will be closer to our goal. 

Click on the ink below to upgrade your membership. 

 

https://www.manisteecountydemocrats.us/member-

management.html#myaccount 

tel:(231)%20794-0005
tel:(231)%20794-0005
https://groups.google.com/
https://groups.google.com/
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manisteecountydemocrats.us%2Fmember-management.html%23myaccount&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=1fc93f76248758c0000443b0a74b9f0ae30d3de585ffbd43e4a7b501e42a1c6d
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manisteecountydemocrats.us%2Fmember-management.html%23myaccount&xid=91083dcd1f&uid=188650894&iid=cad35f8682&pool=cts&v=2&c=1712099696&h=1fc93f76248758c0000443b0a74b9f0ae30d3de585ffbd43e4a7b501e42a1c6d


 

And many thanks for being involved. 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

Our mailing address is: 

P. O. Box 65 

Manistee, MI  49660 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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