
  

  

  

 

Join the Manistee Dems at the Monthly Membership Meeting 

Westshore Community College, 401 River St. or via Zoom | April 20 at 7pm 

Zoom link available on the calendar which can be found on the 

website: https://www.manisteecountydemocrats.us/ 

 

APRIL MEETING DISCUSSION TOPIC: An update on the Great Lakes 

Environmental Festival 

 

https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manisteecountydemocrats.us%2F&xid=340ed5f355&uid=188650894&iid=033921413b&pool=cts&v=2&c=1680303942&h=5b4981a25fa19419cd78d06852510561ba5bd9d16091be4d0699fa22ebe671fa


  

Celebrate Earth Day at the 2023 GLEF in Manistee! 

  

We will be celebrating Earth Day later this month.  This is a day when we all 

can come together to celebrate the work being done to protect our environment 

and those groups, individuals, organizations, and businesses that are working 

to create a more sustainable future for us all here on planet earth.  We have a 

great opportunity to join in a community celebration as we are proud to be 

hosting the 2023 Great Lakes Environmental Festival on Friday April 21st and 

Saturday April 22nd right here in Manistee! 

 

We have a lot to celebrate as we are most fortunate to be surrounded by 

nature’s bounty of fresh water, clean air, and extensive carbon-sequestering 

forests all right outside our door and easily accessible to all of us who call this 

home.  We must be forever vigilant to protect these resources so they are 

available for the greater good of everyone in our society.  This means we need 

to be continuously educating ourselves and others so each of us can implement 

the science-based best practices that will protect and heal the damage done to 

our global environment.  

 

The 2023 Great Lakes Environmental Festival (aka: GLEF) will provide 

attendees with just that kind of information!  The GLEF organizers have 

recruited a group of subject matter experts who will be delivering engaging 

informative lectures hourly from 12 noon to 5 pm on Friday April 21st and 

Saturday April 22nd at the West Shore Community College Building on River 

Street in Manistee.  Interspersed with the lectures will be short videos that have 

been produced by local high school students and student artwork that will 

demonstrate to adults that our children understand the challenges caused by 

climate change and their effect on the future of this planet.   



 

On Saturday April 22nd from 10am to 3pm there will be an Environmental Expo 

at the Wagoner Senior Center on St Mary’s Parkway in Manistee that will 

feature information tables and booths from local and regional environmental 

activist organizations and businesses.  There will also be a display of electric 

vehicles in the parking lot.  Shuttle bus service will be provided between the 

Expo and the WSCC building to enable folks to park their cars at the Senior 

Center and do their part to reduce their carbon footprint while enjoying the 2023 

GLEF. 

 

We will be honoring organizations that have proven to be consistent guardians 

of the Great Lakes and our regional environment during this year’s GLEF.  The 

US Coast Guard will be conducting a water rescue demonstration in the 

Manistee River between the Maple Street and US 31 bridges.  The Little River 

Band of Ottawa Indians will be presenting a lecture on their research work on 

reviving wild rice habitat in our waterways.  Both organizations will be honored 

by the 2023 GLEF for their work as Environmental Guardians of the Great 

Lakes! 

  

Young children will also be able to engage in the 2023 GLEF activities as they 

will have the opportunity to collect beads from the Expo exhibitors, downtown 

merchants, and the lecture speakers.  The beads will then be able to be 

assembled into bracelets or bookmarks as reminders of the fun they had and 

what they learned at the 2023 GLEF.  

 

Now, many of you may be wondering what all this environmental festival stuff 

has to do with what it means to be a Democrat in Manistee County.  I hope you 

can agree with the scientists who study climate change and a large majority of 

people who believe in science that it is being hastened by human activity.  

Protecting the environment is a key issue for the Democratic Party both 

nationally and here in Manistee County.  Supporting the 2023 Great Lakes 

Environmental Festival is one way that Democrats in Manistee County can help 

get the word out to more of our neighbors that they too can take action to slow 

the damage being done by climate change.  

 



 

I have no doubt that some who read this will be among the minority who do not 

believe we are currently experiencing climate change or its’ adverse effects. To 

those doubters I say that it is not normal for our winters here in NW Michigan to 

be mild as they have been over the past few years.  The lack of significant 

snow cover hurts our local winter tourist-based economy.  There was no 

significant ice formation on any of the Great Lakes this past winter meaning a 

large amount of water was lost to evaporation.  That evaporated water will 

eventually fall on areas that may already be saturated with heavy rains and 

damaging floods. Our summer storms coming off the warmer waters of Lake 

Michigan are more intense and damaging.  Toxic algae blooms caused by 

runoff from big corporate farms and inhumane confined animal feeding 

operations entering the warmer waters of all the Great Lakes have threatened 

the safe drinking water of many large population centers.  Climate change 

doubters must also be aware that as the temperatures rise, and fresh water 

supplies dwindle that we are living in the region that has the potential to 

become the primary global climate change refuge.  Millions of climate change 

refugees displaced by rising sea levels, lack of fresh water, high temperatures, 

and toxic air will be clamoring to live right here in Manistee County.  We must 

demand that our elected officials take the action necessary to enable them to 

stay in their current homes and not have to leave just to find dry land, clean 

water, clean air, and a safe environment.    

 

We look forward to providing a fun and educational Earth Day experience for 

you, your family, and your friends at the 2023 Great Lakes Environmental 

Festival on April 21st and 22nd in Manistee on beautiful Lake Michigan! 

 



  

 



  

 

The Young Progressive Activists of Northwest Michigan (YPANM) welcomed 

Professor Mike Nagle on zoom to discuss the history of race relations in 

Michigan on March 9, 2023. Professor Nagle teaches History and Political 

Science at West Shore Community College in Scottville, and has two published 

works on Michigan history. Nagle spoke to a group of Manistee Democrats on 3 

distinct eras of race relations, focusing his discussion on the history of Detroit.  

Nagle’s discussion followed three important eras to Michigan’s history: the Civil 

War, World War Two, and the 1967 Rebellion, key in race relations for the 

entire nation. YPANM’s central goal is to bring education and awareness to 

voters and citizens of Northwest Michigan. We believe that events like this are 

important ways for community members to get involved and learn more about 

Michigan’s history and how it remains relevant in our future. 

 



  

Join The Young Progressive Activists of North-West Michigan and the 

Manistee Dems on Saturday, April 8 at 11am at the First St. Beach in Manistee 

for a community beach clean up. All supplies will be provided and all ages are 



 

welcome. Please RSVP to youngprogress...@gmail.com  

or https://signup.com/go/ymoTTRQ 

 

The Young Progressive Activists of North-West Michigan's mission is to bring 

young people (young at heart included) together who want to create change 

and educate our community. More information can be found on the Young 

Progressive Activists of North-West Michigan Facebook 

page www.facebook.com/YPANM.  

https://groups.google.com/
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsignup.com%2Fgo%2FymoTTRQ&xid=340ed5f355&uid=188650894&iid=033921413b&pool=cts&v=2&c=1680303942&h=1eb567e0637d9f1697e673356be22853aa82b720b4aed1ecf122885a1edb432c
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FYPANM&xid=340ed5f355&uid=188650894&iid=033921413b&pool=cts&v=2&c=1680303942&h=73389e94ab7e9fc15e3a8be990ee10fba8786b6a6e3d111ef7432bbebb4a3843


 



  

REGISTER HERE 

 

 

https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdB296kP8-KuB3PhT7j4Z1QclIlvUVIm6WhCnwD_IjO7vweEA%2Fviewform&xid=340ed5f355&uid=188650894&iid=033921413b&pool=cts&v=2&c=1680303942&h=2b954356d8388693a87b7e80cd0a9975ccb1b802cedd47226b2150ede0717f1c


  

 

We have  a new Membership Program on our website. Most previous members 

have already been entered, but a password has not been assigned. To access 

the system, 

 

1. Click on Join the MCDP and then Member Sign-In. 

2. Enter your email address. It will prompt you for a password. 

3. Since you have not signed in before, you will have to Request Password. 

4. Check your email for the new password. 

5. Return to the Member Sign-in Screen and enter the password. 

You are now a signed in member of the MCDP and can explore the options that 

are available. Remember to note your password and save it in a secure 

location. 

In the event section, you will see that we have a number of upcoming events 

that you can attend. Some of those have specific Volunteer Opportunities. To 

see the dates and times click on the Volunteer Sign-Ups option. 

In the Join A Committee option, you can volunteer to help in specific areas. 

Remember, we are a totally volunteer organization and depend on you to make 

things work. The more people involved, the less the burden is on individuals. 

Many hands make light work. 

This is new program for us so please let us know about any problems that you 

encounter or any comments that you think might be helpful.  

Note that for your protection, certain areas are only available to registered 

members of the local party so that the ability to stalk or to troll is minimized. 

 

https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manisteecountydemocrats.us%2F&xid=340ed5f355&uid=188650894&iid=033921413b&pool=cts&v=2&c=1680303942&h=5b4981a25fa19419cd78d06852510561ba5bd9d16091be4d0699fa22ebe671fa
https://us18.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manisteecountydemocrats.us%2Fnew-membership-sign-up.html%23join&xid=340ed5f355&uid=188650894&iid=033921413b&pool=cts&v=2&c=1680303942&h=46ae8532c3a9b529ccd1e6021677d1e4bdfc56c5b6928153c10206ef14d4eeaa


  

  

 


